An outbreak of measles, Koro Island, 1997.
An outbreak of Measles in Koro Island occurred during the spring of 1997 of which 245 suspected Cases of Measles were identified. Measles was most virulent among pre-adolescent and adolescent age groups that resulted in absenteeism during the epidemic. Crowded housing and transport encouraged spread of the virus. Measles IgM was confirmed in 88% of specimens tested. The Outbreak is attributed to primary vaccine failure and accumulation of susceptible cases caused by frequent breaks in the cold chain and subsequent reduction in population immunity to Measles. A recommended two-dose Measles Immunisation schedule will achieve and sustain a high population of immunity to Measles. Also essential is strengthening Laboratory & Epidemiological Surveillance, maintaining a high Immunisation coverage and integrity of a cold chain system to achieve the WHO target OF Measles Elimination by 2005.